
CAREERS THROUGH MATHS: ANTHROPOLOGIST

Anthropologists use mathematics to solve complex problems and drive innovation. (Image Source: Unsplash)

JOB OVERVIEW

An anthropologist in the UK is a social scientist who studies human behaviour, societies, and cultures. Their work is not

confined to remote locations; they are increasingly employed in domestic settings to solve contemporary problems. A

typical day might involve designing research proposals, conducting interviews and focus groups, observing behaviour

in a specific setting (from a corporate office to a community centre), and analysing complex qualitative and quantitative

data.  Their  work environment  is  highly  varied,  split  between fieldwork (or  'ethnographic  fieldwork'),  office-based

analysis, and presenting findings to clients or academic peers.

KEY MATHS APPLICATIONS

Primary Areas:

Statistics and Probability: This is the cornerstone of quantitative analysis in anthropology. Anthropologists use
descriptive statistics (means, medians, standard deviation) to summarise...

Social Network Analysis (SNA): SNA uses mathematical graph theory to map and analyse relationships and flows
between people, groups, and organisations.

Data Modelling and Visualisation: Anthropologists build mathematical models to represent and understand
complex social systems. For example, they might create agent-based models to simulate how...

• 

• 

• 

ESSENTIAL SKILLS & TOOLS

SKILL APPLICATION

NVivo This qualitative data analysis software is used to organise, code,

and analyse...

SPSS / R SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) and the

programming language R are...

GIS Software (e.g., ArcGIS, QGIS) Geographic Information Systems are used to perform spatial

statistics and create layered...

Data Visualisation Platforms (e.g., Tableau) These tools are used to translate complex statistical findings into

accessible charts,...

TYPICAL PATHWAY

The most common route begins with strong GCSEs and
A-levels, with subjects like Mathematics, Sociology,
History, or Biology providing a good foundation.
Prospective anthropologists then typically complete a
three-year undergraduate Bachelor of Science (BSc) or
Bachelor of Arts... 

INDUSTRY DEMAND

Demand for anthropologists is growing in the UK,
particularly within the technology, design, public
health, and marketing sectors. The UK government's
emphasis on evidence-based policy and the private
sector's focus on user-centred design... 

REAL-WORLD IMPACT

Anthropologists in the UK make significant contributions
by humanising technology and policy. They were
instrumental in helping organisations like the
Government Digital Service (GDS) design the GOV. 

QUICK FACTS

Education: GCSEs and A-levels, with subjects like
Mathematics, Sociology, History, or Biology providing
a

Growth: Demand for anthropologists is growing in the
UK, particularly within the technology, design, public
health, and marketing sectors. The UK government's
emphasis on evidence-based…
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